National Identification Authority

e Malian delegation visits NIA
@ Greater Accra Mass Registration Exercise
@ Mass Registration in Ashanti Region

@ UNHCR /NIA Collaboration

@ NIS and Women Empowerment

@ Challenges

The Mass Registration excercise
began in July 2008. Five regions;
Central, Western, Eastern, Volta and
Greater Accra Regions have been
completed. Ashanti Region is
ongoing. The table below provides
statistics on the regions completed.

A ten member Malian delegation
visited the NIA recently in February
2010 to understudy the ongoing
National Identification System in
Ghana.

Dr. William Ahadzie, the Executive
Secretary, told the visitors that the
ultimate objective of the NIS is to market
a'one-stop-shop' for handling all identity

_FOPULATION NUMBER OF TOTAL

i L REGISTRATION | REGISTERED | PERCENTAGE (%)
(2007) (2008 / 2010) HURNDVI
CENTRAL 1,561,937 1,232,671 78.92%
WESTERN 2,036,468 1,586,581 77.91%
EASTERN 2,055,038 1,582,886 77.02%
VOLTA 1,606,889 1,344,104 83.65%
g%‘éﬁER 3,496,983 3,205,611 87.50%
TOTAL 10,951,853 8,951,853 83.20%

Table showing statistical data on regions completed

management related issues in Ghana.

He said the NIS will not only help
identify people living in the country, but
itwill also:

@ Enable the sharing of information

that would support national
development.

® [mprove the effectiveness and
efficiency of government
administration.

® Improve the delivery of public
services such as health and
education.

® Improve public safety (a good
identification system will make the
work ofthe police much easier).

® Provide more reliable population
census data for national
development.

® Secrve as reference point for
verification and authentication of

identities of eligible voters.
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NIA was set up by an Act of
parliament, the National
Identification Authority Act,
2006 (Act 707), to establish a
national data centre and manage
a national database, ensure the
accuracy, integrity and security
of such data, and to issue and
promote the use of national
identity cards in Ghana.

citizens and foreign nationals living in
the country are to benefit from a national
ID card, which serves as easy and secure
proof of identity and residency and also
provides access to various services and
benefits. With the increasing risk of
identity theft and the growing need to
better manage citizen security, the
Government of Ghana sought to
increase the level of trust in the identity
of individuals who present these ID
cards. The addition of biometric
identifiers on the 1D cards was selected
to provide that additional level of trust.

As I look into the short-term future as
the Executive Secretary, 1 see the
rewards for a great deal of visionary
thinking, planning and execution

the population. Lhis means a more
flexible registration process through
decentralization of our operations that
will ensure more focus on applicants in
the various communities.

I, therefore, assure all persons who could
not register during the mass registration
exercise that we will establish regional
and district offices to cater for them in the
near future. [ urge those living in
communities not yet covered under the
mass registration exercise to go out and
register when the exercise gets to their
communities. It is my word that card
production will begin as soon as NIA
reaches the minimum threshold of
enrolment.
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